Royal College of GPs Autism Resources http://www.rcgp.org.uk/ASD
 
The RCGP has identified Autistic Spectrum Disorder as a Clinical Priority. It aims to develop and implement a strategy for primary care. Through the work of the Clinical Champion, the College will work with partners in promoting models of best practice and pathways of care and will develop learning and educational resources.
The RCGP Autism Patient Charter
The RCGP has worked with the Autism Alliance to produce this patient charter. It serves to provide a framework for making GP surgeries more ‘autism-friendly’.
· 		Download the Charter [PDF]
Autistic Spectrum Disorders toolkit
GPs need to be aware of certain adaptations required when engaging with a patient who has autism so they can have the best health outcomes. the College has produced an Autistic Spectrum Disorders toolkit: a 'one stop shop', user-friendly guide to autism for primary care professionals, people affected by autism, clinical commissioning groups, as well as interested members of the general public.
Autism Awareness Resource Pack for General Practice
In May 2016, resource packs to support GPs and their teams to make their surgeries more visibly friendly for patients with an Autism Spectrum Disorder were sent to every GP practice in England. The packs support GP practices to meet the commitments of the RCGP Autism Patient Charter. 
· 		Download the full resource pack [PDF]
· 		Further information on the mail out [Web link]
Autism Awareness Workshop Cascade Training
In May 2016, RCGP faculties hosted a series of autism awareness workshops. The below presentations were used at the events, and are intended to be used by GPs and practice staff in their own surgeries.
· 		Autism and General Practice: Why is diagnosis so important? [Powerpoint]
· 		Connect to Autism: Building autism-friendly communities [Powerpoint]
Autism and general practice
This leaflet has been designed by the RCGP and Research Autism to help staff who work in general practice to understand and to help patients on the autism spectrum.
· 		Download the leaflet [PDF]
Resources for people with autism and their carers
· 		Making the most of your visit to the GP: a guide for those on the autistic spectrum [PDF] - a resource for people with autism and their carers to make it easier to access their GP
· 		Going to your doctor - an easy read version of the guide [PDF]
· 		'My hospital passport' - developed by NAS to help people with autism to communicate their needs to doctors, nurses and other healthcare professionals [PDF]
· 		'My hospital passport' guidance to assist in completing and using the hospital passport [PDF]
· 		What is autism?
· 		What is Asperger syndrome?
· 		Autism diagnosis for adults 
· 		All about diagnosis 
· 		NHS Choices - Autism spectrum disorder real stories - real life case studies and videos
Resources for GPs and health professionals
· 		Top tips for clinicians consulting with patients on the autistic spectrum 
· 		Information for general practitioners from The National Autistic Society (NAS)
· 		A GPs guide to adults with Asperger syndrome  
· 		Patients with autism spectrum disorders: guidance for health professionals   
· 		Posters for GPs surgeries  
· 		Learning resource on autism spectrum disorders from NHS Education for Scotland 
· 		Top tips for diagnosing, support and meeting the needs of people on the autistic spectrum - Dr Y Delargy-Aziz, Leicestershire County Council
· 		An introduction to Positive Behaviour Support - a short animation from the British Institute of Learning Difficulties that gives an overview of PBS and how PBS approaches work in practice.
Research Opportunities
· 		Recruiting: Adults on the autism spectrum (aged 16+) and relatives of adults for a new and important national research project, ASC-UK. See: http://research.ncl.ac.uk/adultautismspectrum/, call: 0191 282 5965/6 or email: adultautismspectrum@ncl.ac.uk
· 		Recruiting: Families with a child on the autism spectrum for a research family database, ASD-UK. See: http://www.asd-uk.com/, call: 0191 282 1380 or email: asd-uk@ncl.ac.uk
Policy and guidance
· 		Autism Act, Strategy & Statutory Guidance
· 		Summary of NICE guidance on Autism 
· 		NICE Quality Standard, QS51 Autism
· 		NICE Pathway, Autism 
· 		NICE clinical guideline 170 Autism: the management and support of children and young people on the autism spectrum
· 		NICE clinical guideline 142 Autism: recognition, referral, diagnosis and management of adults on the autism spectrum
· 		NICE clinical guideline 128 Autism: recognition, referral and diagnosis of children and young people on the autism spectrum
Training resources
· 		Ask Autism: online training
· 		The NHS Education for Scotland Autism Training Framework: Optimising Outcomes -The framework details the knowledge and skills required at different levels within the health and social care workforce to achieve key outcomes for people with an autism spectrum disorder, their families and carers. The Framework applies to those in generic services through to those working in specialist ASD services. Following the publication of the Framework, the training plan outlines the training needed to fulfil the requirements of the Training Framework by (i) identifying currently available training; (ii) identifying gaps in training provision, and, (iii) guiding the development of appropriate training.
Articles
· 		Dr Carole Buckley, Clinical Champion for Autism, talks to the BBC about the priority.
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